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Prison inmates relate experiences in lives of crime 
"Fourteen of you kids sitting here will. 

get where we are some day," promised 
one of the speakers at the "Operation 
Pitfall" assembly Feb. 12. 

Three men talked to the Riggs High 
School student body about breaking the 
law and the penalties of crime. The three, 
Jerry, David and Dennis all gave first 
hand information because they are all 
serving time in the South Dakota State 
Penitentiary. 

Dennis----gavt> some statistics relating 

to teen agers and crime. He stated thati 
arrests rose 314% between 1960 and 
1972. 

He then talked about teen age girls and 
crime saying that ninety percent of all 
shiplifting is done by girls and one of 
every three arrests for larceny and fraud 
are females. 

Alcohol and crime seem to be closely 
associated according to the speaker. He 
declared that 450,000 teenagers in the 
U.S. are alcoholics and that fifty percent 

We R·oll Along 

Friendship 
• 

IS .....•. 
When I think of the seven years of 

friendship Jenny Jorgenson and I have 
had, my mind forgets little. We've 
shared all the problems of growing up 
and all the heartbreaks of falling 
down. We have memories that date 
back to sixth grade. Rememberanees 
that never· can be relived, but always 
retold. 

Our first acq,uaintance, however, 
was in second grade when we were 
forced together to act out a �tippet 
show for ouT class. We were so 
"impressed" with each other that it 
wasn't until three years later that we 
became friends. 

In sixth grade, I remember, the big 
trend was slumbE.'ring at a friend's 
housE.'. Welt, not mueh slumbering was 
cmn•pleted when we got together. As a 
matter of fact, Ute word slumbcdng 
·-was barred from our vocabulary and
repfaced with alertness marathon, a

. more descriptive wording. My par
ents. though, kept informing us, at
different times through the rught, that
if we didn't sta,rt slumbering on our
own a good bash in tlte head would be
of assistance. Being under such harsh
threats, we remained quiet .....• for
liwhile.

On one particular evening, in a
9�sterate attempt to stay awake, we
¢l¢yerly inlpr(l'vised new rules for the
av.era�e. dull game of tag. The new

· ement was to wear sleeping bags
down, over our heads, giving us

tinct appearane,e of large, moving
ws •. After several trial runs we

to' ban this game because I 
ir'ed of picking Jenny up off the 

buemer,t stairs and she was tired of 
g We also banned the 
h use we were bashed in 

the head · n<>t by, OUT parents - but by 
th� var lamps and books that 
Ol',t,pped we,: iehased one another 
through the house. 

J)uring" my ·seventh and eighth 

re�; !;!:!le;�i:;y �:
e

d::ce���� 
Wll$ just comforting to know I wasn't 
the only person sitting on the 
bleachers watching the festivities. 

ff I remember correctly, it was in 
---

ninth grade when Jenny and I decided 
to be funny, or at least we thought so. 
We were involved in an FHA ca;r wash 
and had made careful preparations to 
insure ourselves and the other 
members of a humorous experience 
whicll none of us would want to forget. 

Clothed in blue jeans, one red and 
one white sock, large matcllmg army 
shirts, and blue tennis shoes, we 
pranced down to. the earwash, 
laughing hysterically all tbe way. But 
once there we were handed buckets 
an<l sponges witt1-0nt a second glance . 
and told to do windows. I don't know 
why I wrote about this incident, 
real,ly, it wasn't that funny. 

In our tenth and eleventh years of 
high school we tried onee more to be 
funny. Now we were able to drive, and
the crazy things that can be done· in a 
ear are just endless. 

I would wear an old, old man's hat, 
the kind you would find in everyont
else's house but your own. And Jenny 
woi;e a deteriorating lady's hat with a 
veil that had moths smashed on it. She 
also carried with her an f):�raordinary 
purse. It was purple and green . in 
color; about the size, of a bread bl\Sket 
and about the weight of a potato bag. 

We would proeeed down Ca1>ital, 
with me at the wheel, cruising at a 
cool five miles-per-hour. As soon as a 
car started tailgating us, Jenny would 
begin whacking me good about the 
head and shoulders. 

I won't go into the exact details <>f 
tbe reactions of �But I will say 
that we realty- tfidfft like b-eing 
f-0llowed for 15 minutes by a police ear. 
Nor did we· feel right about the 
increasing •.number of ear accidents 
reported in the paper. 

Jenny and l sure have some good 
memor�s. We both have been puzzied, 
though, over the question of how our 
friendship ever began since our 
characters are totally opposite. �ut, 
now, I think that it was those 
differences which brought us together. 
Neither of us was a threat to the 
other's individuality and yet, we 
chaUenged each other's individuality. 

Thanks, Jenny. 

of all alcoholic related accidents involve 
teenagers. 

David--18 years old, a young black man 
from Chicago told the story of his life of 
crime. He ran with gangs and didn't care 
about. school. 

He was finally sent to Sky Ranch for 
Boys north of the Black Hills. Even there, 
he ran with gangs. The Ranch was like a 
reformatory to him although he did get to 
learn to fly an airplane. In order for Dave 
to show he was "big" he shot a counselor, 
intending only to wound him, but the 
counselor died. 

Jerry,----age has been in prison 
three times. When he was little and 
stealing small things his mother said it 
would lead to bigger things and it did. He 
was in and out of jail and reformatories 
for 10 years. 

1Debate team prepares 
for district meet 

The Riggs High Novice Debate Team 
placed second overall for the 197 4-75 
season in the Central Forensic Confer
ence. The Varsity team finished the 
season in fifth place. 

Presently the squad is preparing f�r
the district meet which will be held. m
Rapid City on March 8. ��e teams. gomg
to the district compet1t10n consist of

James Butler, Erwin Werthman, team 
one; Carl Gaarder and Pat Looby, team 
two; other members of the squad will 
compete in individual events including 
Mike Wilson. 

The Central Forensic Conference 
includes Huron, Miller, Mitchell, Tripp, 
Parkston, Murdo, Pierre, Chamberlain, 
and Todd County. 

Seventy-I ive attend 
weeklong workshop 

"My poetry sure sounded good when 
she read it" commented one of the 
students who studied under Ms. 
Margaret Hasse, the Poet-In-The-Class
room, during the week of Feb. 10-14. 

Over 75 students from writing and 
literature classes attended the poetry 
workshop for an hour each day instead of 
their regular classroom work. Studying 
under a professional writer gave the 
students a broader view about a phase of 
literature that is complex and challeng
ing. 

Ms. Hasse shared her experiences as a 
poetry teacher for prisoners and read 
poems written by these prisoners. The 
students liked the variety of poetry 
which she shared and interpreted. 

The emphasis was on writing poetry as 
a way of giving students a clearer insight 
lnto their minds and feelings. As one 
student commented "I didn't know I had 
so many feelings". 


